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the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, the physical unity of both earth and 
moon became still more apparent, until in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, 
when photography and spectroscopy were placed at the service of astronomy, 
the question of unity was finally settled as also the fact that the formation of 
our satellite is due to the activity of cosmic-volcanic energy. 

A somewhat fantastic theory, introduced into science about thirty years ago, 
was to the effect, that all the uneven parts of the moon's surface came into exist- 
ence through the falling of meteors upon the pliable mass of that body, by 
means of which action the walls and craters of the moon were formed. This 
theory has been styled "a bombardment of the moon by meteorites." It has 
found an advocate in our friend Grove K. Gilbert (The Moon's face; a study 
of the origin of its features. Bull, of the Philos. Soc. of Washington, vol. 12, 
p. 241 ff). Gilbert discovered a certain agreement with the theory in "Coon 
Butte," Ariz., which, in his opinion, resembles the moon's craters. Although 
Gilbert approaches the subject from a more careful standpoint than the anony- 
mous authors of the theory, Giinther does not take a positive position concern- 
ing it. He says: "The meteoric theory of the moon marks a stage of trans- 
ition in our knowledge, which, even he who thinks differently, cannot refuse 
to recognize, because much learning and skill have been devoted to it and have 
evidently opened new views on a problem in astrophysics, that had arrived at a 
certain point of stability." Giinther concludes his excellent book with the state- 
ment that the norms which have been recognized as fully applicable for the 
volcanic and tectonic phenomena of the earth, can be transferred with certain 
caution also to our neighboring satellite. Charles L. Henning. 
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